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World No 
Tobacco Day
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World No Tobacco Day, May 31, 2016

WHO Director-

General Dr 

Margaret Chan

“Strip back the glamour and glossy 
packaging that contain tobacco 
products, and what is left? A 
product that kills almost 6 million 
people every year.  Tobacco 
packaging is a form of advertising 
and promotion that often misleads 
consumers and serves to hide the 
deadly reality of tobacco use. … 
plain packaging works.”
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World No Tobacco Day, May 31, 2016

UN Secretary-

General Ban 

Ki-moon

“the United Nations is lending its 
support to one simple measure with 
proven effectiveness in reducing 
demand: the plain packaging of 
tobacco products. … Plain packaging 
reduces the attractiveness of 
tobacco products, restricts tobacco 
advertising and promotion, limits 
misleading labeling, and increases 
the effectiveness of health warnings. 
On this World No Tobacco Day, I call 
on Governments around the world 
to get ready for plain packaging.”
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Global Momentum

• UK, France – May 20, 2016

• Ireland – awaiting commencement date

• Under consideration: Norway, Hungary, New 
Zealand, Canada, Belgium, Singapore, 
Sweden, Finland, South Africa

• included in international guidelines under 
WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control
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New Zealand Health 

Minister (left)

Norwegian Health 

Minister

World No Tobacco Day, May 31, 2016



Plain packaging – Dec. 1, 2012

Before After





RYO tobacco pouch

Cigarillo/ small cigar tin

Source: Kylie Lindorff



Tube for single sale cigar Bag for multiple cigars

Source: Kylie Lindorff
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1994



Mandate Letter
Nov. 13, 2015
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Included as a “top priority”:

“Introduce plain packaging requirements for tobacco 

products, similar to those in Australia and the United 

Kingdom.”
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Implementation in Canada

• Can be done by regulation under federal 
Tobacco Act

• Process includes consultation
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1994

May 31, 2016
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May 31, 2016
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Plain Pack Mockups for Canada



2001 2012





(all packs shown are 25 King Size cigarettes)

Industry moving away from slide & shell packs

Canadian Classics 

Original KS 25

Player’s Rich KS 25



Switzerland, 2013



Distorts health warnings
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Industry Arguments

• Will not work – then why is industry opposed? 
Plain packaging supported by extensive 
research; Australian experience

• Will cause contraband – nonsense

• Legal claims (but industry lost all plain 
packaging legal challenges in Australia (2), UK, 
European Court of Justice)
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Industry Legal Arguments 
Without Merit

• World Trade Organization (WTO)

• NAFTA

• Canadian Charter

Note: Strong Supreme Court judgment 2007

Note: Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement 
excludes tobacco products from investment 
chapter
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Other Arguments

• Warning already 75%

• Covered up at retail

• What is next?  Alcohol? chocolate bars?



Innovative Packaging
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Exterior Shell Interior Package
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Exterior Interior
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Quebec World Precedent (Nov. 26, 2016) 

Minimum Warning Surface Area, 46.5 cm2

44 cm2

24 cm2

38 cm267 cm2

25 King Size 

slide & shell

25 King Size flip top

or side opening  

20 King Size 

flip top  

20 

Superslims  



Federal Tobacco Control Strategy

• expires Mar. 31, 2017

• Tobacco Act, outdated, 20 years old

• Need better funding 

• Per capita funding C$1.05 in Canada vs 

C$2.85 for US federal government







Plain packaging inevitable in Canada

• Must do it right

• Must overcome industry opposition
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Thank you
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